Parents’ Newsletter: Issue 2 2020-2021
Welcome to this, our second newsletter of this academic year.
It continues to be a school year unlike any other school year. I would like to express my thanks to
everyone in the community for your support in ensuring that as a school, we are able to function as
normally as possible at this time. As I write this Headteacher’s introduction, I am aware that for many,
Christmas plans have had to change and tougher restrictions are set to further disrupt everyone’s
Christmas celebrations. Despite these difficulties, I sincerely wish you and your family a happy Christmas.
Term 3 – Latest Information
Many of you will be aware of recent announcements of the
government’s aim to extend the availability of mass testing for all
secondary schools. I am sure you will agree this is welcome news.
However, there is a great deal of work to be done in planning for this
initiative. For this reason, the government has recommended the
following arrangements for the start of the term:


Monday January 4th: This is to be designated as an extra INSET day. This is to provide staff with an
opportunity to consider the implications of the government’s announcement and plan accordingly.



Tuesday January 5th to Friday January 8th: Year 11 to attend, along with vulnerable students and
children of key workers who cannot work remotely at home. If you need to let us know that your child
requires a key worker place, please complete the form available on google by using this link: Key
worker request form.



Work will be available for all children to access remotely from Monday January 4th. Work will be posted
on Microsoft Teams as usual.



Monday January 11th: All students to return to school full time.

Some reminders…
We look forward to term 3, when we hope more information may be
forthcoming on how we might look forward to life returning towards the
norm. In order to prepare for this a couple of reminders:




All students need to ensure they bring a spare mask in their bag, in
case they lose the one they are wearing.
As the cold weather continues, students are allowed to wear thermal
foundation garments, blue TK PE hoodies as well as their TK jumpers.
There is a trend for girls to arrive in school with very large holes / ladders in their tights that are clearly
not ‘accidental.’ All girls will be asked to change their tights and new, spare tights will be kept for this
purpose. If any girl is asked to do this more than once, they will lose some social time for breaching the
uniform expectations.
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Tribute to Derek Lewis, former Head of Thomas Keble School
It is with sadness that we learnt in November of the
death of Mr Derek Lewis, Head of Thomas Keble
School from 1990-1998, and prior to that,
Headteacher of Manor School. There are some
colleagues who worked with and still remember Mr
Lewis well. A number of tributes have been paid to
him from current as well as former colleagues:
“I was very fond of Derek, a really decent man with a
lovely sense of humour, and one who gave me a great
deal of support in my career.”
“I always found him to be a most kind, warm hearted
man. He was very generous with his time towards me.
He obviously had a deep seated desire for the
children's best interests and affection for his staff.
Quite simply without folk like Derek and Pat Edwards
there wouldn't be a Thomas Keble today, because GCC wanted to sell off the site for houses. I know many
others were involved but feel that their leadership was vital. “
“I really enjoyed working with Derek and have many fond memories. I always remember him telling me “you
must NEVER give up on young people” – and I have always tried to follow this advice.”

We send Mr Lewis’s family, and all who knew him, our heartfelt condolences.

The Dining Extension Gets Underway

We are delighted to report that our new dining extension is now well underway and on track for handover
on January 18th 2021. We simply could not have done this without the support of our TKPTA who donated
£30,000 to the project. If you would like to donate to our dining furniture fund, there is still time to do so.
Please follow the link to our Just Giving Page to do so.
On behalf of our students, a huge thank you to all who have donated so far. We have raised just over
£3000 so far.
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A TK French Exchange

The MFL department is delighted to have recently made contact with former TK colleague, Madame Aurélie
Woolley, who is now teaching English at a school in the Burgundy region of France.
This term our Year 10 students of French have exchanged handwritten letters with Madame Woolley’s Year
10 students of English, with a view to establishing pen pal contacts. The students have all written in their
own native language and asked questions in the language that
they are learning. As a class we plan to share and compare
experiences such as life during lockdown, as well as aspects of
our culture. The students enjoyed reading the letters from the
French students and said that they found it fun to work out
what they are saying in French and interesting to see their level
of English in the questions that they asked.
TK students feel that the experience will give a real purpose to
the language they learn in the classroom and that they are
looking forward to finding out about the French students’
hobbies, their favourite foods, music and sports and their
thoughts about social media. They would like to organise a
video call and know what else is currently on trend amongst young people in France.

Citizenship
It’s been a busy term in GCSE Citizenship. Year 10 have delved into
the rights and responsibilities citizens have in the UK and how those
are protected by law. They have been visited 'virtually' by Mr Mark
Duffy of Airbus who is an expert on Trade Unionism and tribunals.
They have also 'met' with Mr Simon Joseff from the Supreme Court
in London to have a virtual tour and discuss some recent high court
judgments. In addition to these excellent visitors, the pupils have
been able to question a local police officer, PC Weedon, seen here,
socially distanced, speaking to students in December about the role
of the police. January will bring a visit from an ex-magistrate and
some mock trials in class. Their homework for the end of December
into January is to book themselves on to a free online tour of the
Houses of Parliament, which will help to build their overall
understanding of the democratic process.

3

Mrs Haynes, Head of Citizenship, has praised her 'inspiring' Year 11 pupils for their campaigns to make a
positive difference in the community. She has been amazed by their 'dedication and warm-heartedness'.
Their course requires them to instigate an action to improve
an element of society and, despite the Covid restrictions, 50
pupils have taken part in ten different campaigns. These
have included collecting donations for the homeless in
Gloucestershire, trying to improve road safety at Fourways
crossing near Bussage and asking for entry points to parks
in local villages to be widened and resurfaced to enable
wheelchair access. Mrs Haynes said: "The pupils have
been thrilled to have been supported by local businesses
such as Stroud Office Supplies and James & Owen at a
time when the economic situation is affecting so many of us.
Our parish councillors and police have also been excellent
in the level of support they have offered. On behalf of the
pupils, thank you to all our helpers. But finally, thank you,
pupils, for wanting to do something for others."

Volunteering for the Royal Forestry Society
It has been such a tonic for Year 10 Employability Skills to be able to
volunteer again during our double lessons, working with the charity
the Royal Forestry Society. In class, lessons have explained how the
charity looks after woodlands all over the UK. During presentations,
pupils were informed about the RFS Teaching Trees Project and why
woodlands should be maintained in a woodland environment. Pupils
learned about the four main uses for the woodlands, these being
enjoyment, environment, habitat and timber.
At Cranham Woods pupils helped to move a large amount of wood
and put it into a dry, ordered wood stack working in two teams. As we
were unable to have our regular tour of Cranham Sawmills, Georgia
Spooner arranged a fire collecting exercise and we all enjoyed hot
chocolate and marshmallows!
Pupils have also learned about
the differences between conifer (coniferous) trees and broadleaf
(deciduous) trees, identifying them on a map. Pupils have taken part
in tree and leaf identification lessons, learning about the different
trees and their uses. It has been a thoroughly rewarding project and
pupils will be presented with a certificate for their volunteering which
can also be used towards their Duke of Edinburgh’s Bronze Award.
We received fantastic feedback from Georgia and the land owner,
who thanked Year 10 for their hard work. Here are some of the
feedback and comments we received: “the pupils worked so well in a
team". “I must say, what a super group of pupils. Polite, keen, well
behaved. A credit to the school.”

Animal Club
Animal Club continues to flourish and be a safe haven for pupils across all year
groups during these strange times. The club is entirely self-funded by Learning
Support and run by Mrs Mortimer, Mrs Pedoe and Mrs Parfitt. Pupils have two
rabbits and two guinea-pigs to look after and pet during their lunchtimes.
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Horticulture at TK
As part of the Modular Horticulture Course, Y11s have been designing, painting and planting terracotta pots
with hyacinth bulbs ready for Christmas. This is part of an enterprise project with the intention of selling
them at a profit to help fund the purchase of seeds for future lessons.

We are hugely grateful to Chalford Building Supplies who supplied and delivered the plywood for our
Horticulture room, free of charge!

Design Technology
A huge thank you to Mr Ian Wheeler, Manager of Tesco Express in
Bussage, for donating trolleys for use in Food and DT. We are very grateful!

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 2021
Pupils in Y10 have been completing their sections at home doing slightly
different activities than normal. A special mention for those who are helping
and supporting elderly relatives and neighbours who are not able to leave
their homes with pupils shopping for them or running errands. For Y10
pupils we are excited that hopefully we can run the expedition part of the
award in Spring next year.
We have also had about 40 pupils enrol on DofE Bronze from Y9 for the
coming year which is very exciting. They are starting to complete their
volunteering, physical and skills sections and once again we are hopeful that they will be able to take part
in the expedition in the summer term next year.
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Term Dates 2020/2021
Christmas Break

Monday 21 December – Friday 1 January inclusive

TERM 3

Monday 4 January – Additional INSET Day – All pupils to remain at home and
access remote lessons via Microsoft Teams.
Tuesday 5 – Friday 8 January: Year 11 students only + key worker and
vulnerable children. Remote learning.

February Break
TERM 4
Easter Break
TERM 5
May Break
TERM 6

Monday 11 January – All students to return to school
Friday 12 February – Terms ends
Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February inclusive
Monday 22 February – Thursday 1 April
Friday 2 April – Friday 16 April inclusive
Monday 19 April – Friday 28 May inclusive
Monday 3 May – Bank Holiday – School closed
Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June inclusive
Monday 7 June – Friday 16 July inclusive
Monday 19-21 July – INSET Day and Holidays (school closed to staff and
pupils)

Thomas Keble PTA
Our PTA group has raised over £30,000 over the last three years to
support the students of Thomas Keble. In such tight financial times,
such support is crucial to the continued success and provision for
our children. Normally we have a range of fun and exciting events
planned for the year, including the immensely popular fireworks
event, “pub” quizzes, Bingo nights and bouncy castle at Chalfest, in
order to continue to be able to provide the kit that augments our
facilities and which is not always affordable. Given the restrictions
due to Covid, none of this is able to happen this year. However, in
addition to making a donation to the JustGiving page for furniture for
the dining extension, there are ways you can continue to help
fundraise for the school:
 Make an online donation to the PTA fund: please contact finance@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk for
further information.
 Shop online at www.easyfundraising.org.uk. It’s a straightforward way to raise money for the
PTA just by shopping online. You don’t pay anything extra. All you need to do is register at
the link on this page and then:
o Start at easyfundraising: let’s say you want to buy a pair of shoes from John Lewis.
Instead of going to johnlewis.com directly, you first go to easyfundraising.org.uk.
o Make a purchase: from the easyfundraising website, click through to John Lewis to make
your purchase. This tells John Lewis you came from easyfundraising. The price of the shoes
is exactly the same.
o Get a donation: After you buy your shoes, John Lewis will give you a cash reward that you
can turn into a donation for your good cause. easyfundraising collect this and sends it on at
no extra cost.
 The PTA runs the 100 Club to help raise funds and give members the opportunity to win cash
prizes. If you would like to join please email for a form: tkpta@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk.
 The PTA sells second-hand uniform for a minimum donation of £2 per item. If you require any
second-hand uniform please contact Leibe Woolls on 07845 916926 or Jo at
paulandjoe1@hotmail.co.uk . Equally, if you have any items of uniform you wish to donate, please
do send them into school.
 If you would like to get involved with the PTA either as a member of the committee or as a
volunteer helper for our fundraising events (when things return to normal), please email us
at the address: tkpta@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk or admin@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk.
Many thanks for all your support!
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Trust Board News
We are delighted to announce that, following a successful Parent Trustee recruitment campaign the Trust
Board have appointed two new Parent Trustees.
Mr Julian Wintle is a solicitor and a partner in a Stroud law firm. He
has many years’ leadership experience and is accustomed to
communicating with a wide variety of stakeholders. He has also held
roles leading on financial and regulatory compliance, and he
welcomes the opportunity to add value to the school. He said “I
hope being a trustee will allow me to help shape how the school
supports, motivates and helps its students of all abilities reach their
full potential and grow into well-rounded, confident individuals. My
son just starting in Year 7 gives me a vested interest in helping
achieve this.”

Dr Dave Land brings strong experience as a former Parent Governor at
Minchinhampton Primary School, and has an in-depth knowledge of
working on a trust board, managing conflict, supporting staff to deliver
outstanding education, involvement in PR, budget, marketing and other
facets of supporting the operation of a happy school. Dave told us “My
eldest daughter, Megan, completed her time at TK in July, and my
youngest, Sophie, is in Year 9. Both have benefitted from an outstanding
all-round education at Thomas Keble. Megan left with a fantastic set of
GCSE results, a great set of friends and plenty of memorable experiences
to savour. Both girls have increased in confidence and blossomed
through the great teaching coupled with drive, enthusiasm and broader
experiential learning that I would like all pupils to feel they have gained in
the TK environment. Thomas Keble offers something special in focusing
on a total learning experience whilst seeing each child as an individual
and building an incredibly strong sense of community. I am happy to be
able to support the dedicated staff to continue with this, especially during these tough times”.
At the Thomas Keble School Academy AGM on 2 December 2020, the Chair of Trustees, Alex Norman,
stated that he represented all the trustees and members in acknowledging and thanking not only the senior
management team and staff, but all the parents and students of TK for all their commitment and hard work
in enabling the school to operate to smoothly over the last term in such exceptionally difficult
circumstances. The outstanding attendance of the students is testament to the whole community’s effort to
allow young people to continue with their learning under very difficult conditions.

Thanks from the TK PTA on behalf of Parents
Staff were overwhelmed by the numerous messages of support
they have received from parents over the last term, and were
delighted to receive this beautiful Christmas poinsettia from the
PTA on behalf of all parents of children at TK!
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PE News for Term 2 2020-21
Life remains very unpredictable and different for all of us but
it is so refreshing and heart-warming to see extra-curricular
clubs back at Team TK and in full flow. This term most
definitely has been defined by the increased amount of sport
and opportunities for the pupils. It’s been such a positive for
all of us here in PE and we are already looking forward to
next term when even more sports will take place.

Netball Success
Congratulations to Emily Astle (Year 11) who has been selected to represent the
U17 Severn Stars Netball squad for this season. A huge well done also to Ella
Whitaker (Year 11) and Imogen Latham (Year 10) who have also been selected for
the Severn Stars Reserve squad. We are so proud of you girls and the exceptionally high standards you
are continuing to reach.

Emily Astle

Imogen Latham

Ella Whitaker

Football Success
Congratulations to Fred Halls in Year 11.
Fred has been selected for the County U16 Reserve
squad. We are keeping our fingers crossed that he is
given an opportunity to be selected for the full squad as
we all know that he will take the chance with both hands
if he gets the call!
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Hockey
Well done to both Imogen Norman in Year 9, and Joe Osborn in Year 10, for both being selected to
represent Gloucestershire Hockey as goalkeepers. Joe has been selected for the County U15 squad and
Imogen for the U14 squad. This is such a superb achievement and they both have huge potential to go on
and play to an even higher standard.
A massive well done also to Stroud Hockey Club who continue to develop and progress the youth from our
local area in such a positive way. They are an outstanding club and Miss Roberts has organised for them
to come in to the school in January to run some taster sessions with our Year 7 groups – watch out for
more details on this on our social media platforms

Joe Osborn (left) and Imogen
Norman (right)

House Football
The House Football Leagues have now been running for the last 6 weeks and the standard of play and
some of the results have been amazing. It has been superb to see all our Year 7s get involved. It’s been
so good to see so many pupils staying fit, healthy and engaging in competition.
Year 8 have continued to play some very close and tense matches and Year 9, 10 and 11 have regularly
committed positive numbers every week making the leagues a really successful addition to our extracurricular programme. Really looking forward to January when all matches continue up until February /
March. The league tables will be released via email and our social media platforms very shortly. All these
results will then go towards the house totals.
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House Netball
The level of netball being played in our house netball
fixtures has been excellent and it has been so good to see
so many girls and boys getting involved for all the different
age groups. Year 7 now have a lunchtime club as well as
an after-school fixture session every Monday. We will also
welcome to the school Randwick Netball Club who are
running a taster workshop with the aim of recruiting new
players for their Y7 age group. They are such a superb
local club and we look forward to watching our girls continue
to challenge themselves beyond the school environment.
Look out for information on this on our social media
platforms.
Our Year 8 and 9 age groups have been playing every fortnight on
rotation and the matches have been so close and competitive which
has been brilliant to watch.
We have focused on the GCSE PE groups in Year 10 and 11 who
have been using their sessions to be assessed and video evidence
collected for their final marks.
On top of individual success in Netball these fixtures have been so
important for the development of all abilities and age groups at the
school. The fixtures continue into the New Year as with Football.

Primary School Support
We continue to work closely with our local Primary Schools
and this term the PE Dpt has been supporting Bisley
Primary in training their Year 5 and 6 pupils to become
Sports Leaders. The last 5 weeks have been devoted to
developing the pupils’ confidence, organisation and
enthusiasm. 16 pupils were selected to attend the course
and this week they were assessed on how effective they
were as Leaders. They have been fantastic to work with
and the standard of coaching has been excellent. Well
done to all of them. Mr Price will be travelling back to the
school in the New Year to see them presented with their
new Sports Leaders Hoodies and badges.
Next term Mr Price will be working with Thrupp Primary School followed by Chalford Hill in Term 4 and
Eastcombe in Term 5.
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X-Country
Year 8 have been busy working on their
stamina and pace during our weekly X-Country
sessions after school every Friday. They have
been superb and their commitment and drive to
keep running and running has been so positive.
In the New Year we will also start to work with
our Year 7 age groups and look forward to
running our House X-Country Competition to be
held during PE lessons.

New Sports Clubs
We will also be running some new lunchtime clubs in the New Year so keep an eye out for those. Hockey
Club will start as well for certain age groups as well as a lunchtime House Basketball Tournament for all age
groups. Lots to look forward to!!!
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