Parents’ Newsletter: Issue 1 2020-2021
Welcome to this, the first of our newsletters for this academic year. I hope you will forgive this being a few
weeks later than usual but the focus in school has been on establishing our new ‘normal’ that now operates
to support effective learning in these difficult times.
I have received a few questions from parents which I hope will be answered in the FAQ section of this
newsletter but do keep your feedback coming via feedback@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk.

Examination Results 2020
This year was a year like no other and I want to record my immense admiration for
our class of 2020 and the resilience they showed during what was a very unsettling
time. I’d also like to record my thanks to the staff at Thomas Keble for the work
undertaken to submit Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs). Our results were submitted
in line with the guidance, to use coursework, assessments, mock examinations and
classwork to inform grade submissions. These generated student outcomes that
were very much in line with previous years, resulting in very positive outcomes that
have enabled our students to progress to KS5 with confidence.

Whilst we have little in the way of national data to compare our results, I can share
some impressive key headlines:





80% of students who had grades submitted achieved 5+ GCSEs at grades 94, including English and Maths.
27% of all grades awarded were a grade 7 or above.
70% of all GCSE grades awarded were a grade 5 or above.
Of 21 GCSE subjects, 17 subjects recorded at least 30% of grades at grade 7
or above.

This level of consistency is crucial to our students’ success. Combined with hard
work and effort, we are confident that we are well placed to support our current Y11
and Y10 cohorts through the coming months.
There is a separate section later in this newsletter to give further detail on examinations 2021.

How have the students settled back into school?
I have been amazed at the resilience of our students and our staff. Aside from the logistical changes we
have had to make to implement our COVID risk assessments, our classes are very much ‘business as
usual’. We have been able to deliver practical Food lessons in KS4 and hope this will be extended to KS3
before Christmas; we have been able to deliver practical Science experiments, which engage students and
enable them to better remember the learning outcomes; we have continued to deliver two hours of core PE
a week to help improve fitness levels and positive mental health. Specialist subjects requiring specialist
facilities have been adjusted to ensure our students continue to benefit from a full and broad curriculum.
I am deeply grateful to our technicians and support staff who have revised their approaches to support our
students’ learning and to the subject leads who have implemented changes to ensure COVID-safe
approaches to Drama, PE, Music, Science and Design Technology.
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I hope you will see from the photos that it is, indeed, business as usual for Team TK this year.

Year 8 – Top Effort!
As part of our return to normal school business, we have recently been reporting on Year 8’s effort and
progress. I am delighted, in particular, with the effort of so many in the year group who have risen to the
challenges of our return to normal.
I’d particularly like to congratulate our top 3 students who achieved the strongest scores for effort across all
of their subjects:
1. Finlay Baines
2. Eva-Grace Martin
3. Kara Brodersen
In all, 59 students achieved an average effort score of between 1 and 2. A phenomenal achievement. If
you’d like to find out more about our focus on effort, do take a look at our website where you can find out
more about why effort is so important to success at TK. Click here for more information about Teaching &
Learning Culture at Thomas Keble

Dining Extension
I am delighted to report that we have been able to bring forward the building project that will provide a
warm, dry dining extension for our students later this academic year.
The build was planned for the summer but, given the circumstances, we have made the decision to bring it
forward and we hope it will be in place for January 2021. I am grateful to Mr O’Malley, our Operations
Manager, for liaising with our construction company to organise the build whilst preserving our COVID risk
assessed procedures; and to Mrs Camilleri, our new School Business Manager, who has managed our
budget to do so.
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Dining Furniture Fundraiser
Once the build is complete, we will need to purchase furniture for it. For this, I am asking for your help.
The dining extension will enable our students to stay warm, dry and reduce the time they will need to be
outdoors during the cold winter months. In order to provide seating, we are asking for donations. A full set
of furniture will cost approximately £15,000. Our PTA is already donating £28,000 to the build and another
£5,000 for the marquee benching and matting. I must now call on the generosity and support of our
parents and our wider community to help take us over the finish line.

If you are able to make a donation towards the furnishing of the new dining space, please register on our
‘Just Giving’ page. £20 per student would give us the funds that we need but we are aware that not
all families can afford this. Whatever contribution you can make will help to provide a more
comfortable social / dining space for all of our children. Please share the link below with anyone you
think would be able to support us. To access this please click on the link:
https://www.justgiving.com/search and then add “Thomas Keble School” into the search box.
Careers Education at Thomas Keble
A message from our new CEIAG Lead, Ms Cannam:
As the new Careers Lead at Thomas Keble, I'm excited to be introducing a
new virtual platform this term to enhance our careers provision across the
whole school. We have subscribed to the CareerPilot Pathway Planner,
which is a multi-purpose website benefitting a range of users.
Students can look up information on a wide range of jobs and post-16
courses, and take quizzes to encourage them to think about their skills and
futures. Their results are saved on a personal record which moves up the
school with them each year.
The careers team can use these personal records when helping students to choose work experience
placements and to help with individualised advice when students are at crucial points in their education,
such as in Year 9 when choosing options, or at Year 11 when choosing where to go after leaving Thomas
Keble.
Parents and tutors can access similar information on job sectors and post-16 choices, and also view their
students' records. Details of students' 1:1 careers guidance sessions are also saved on the personal
records from Year 9-11, enabling further discussion about next steps to happen at home or during tutorial
sessions when these restart.
All students will need to register on Careerpilot.org.uk from Year 7 upwards. We would be grateful if
parents could support us by encouraging this to be done at home.
Our new Instagram page @lifeafterTK is a one-stop portal for all things Careers related. Do take a look!
Who knows where the future will take you?
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Careers Profile: Pilot
One student who is pretty clear on his future career
pathway is Brandon Watkins in Year 10. Brandon is a
keen flyer who also serves in the RAF Cadets as part of
the 13 / 29 Squadron. Brandon was recently given the
opportunity to fly in a 1946 Aeronica Champ G-ATHK.
Brandon took the amazing photo of the Thomas Keble
school site as he flew over the area very recently. What a
marvellous view, showing the fantastic setting we enjoy
here at TK.

Brandon is eventually hoping to become either a pilot in the RAF, or a pilot flying heritage, vintage aircraft
in the future. In the meantime, he’s hoping to be selected to commence training at Kemble Gliding Club
next year. Just 4 cadets are chosen for this each year so it’s competitive but Brandon is keeping his fingers
crossed and we wish him the very best.
Duke of Edinburgh News…
On the wettest weekend in England’s recorded history, 24 intrepid Year 11s completed their DofE Silver
Expedition. 11 students walked through sodden fields in the Vale of Berkeley and surroundings. This was
really tough for navigation – all those fields get really confusing! But, they finished in record time each day
and did amazingly well.
12 students paddled their way down the River Thames from Lechlade to near Oxford; the river flowing fast
on their final day meant that they also completed their expedition early.
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The current Covid restrictions meant that overnight stays are not allowed.
This was disappointing news originally, but with the weather, I think
everyone was quite grateful to get a hot shower and a warm bed at the
end of each day!
Congratulations to the Walkers: Sophie Abrams, Emily Astle, Zac
Brassington, Dougie Chappell, Roman Dobney, Iona Edmonds, Finn
Fermor, Ellie Read, Kenzie Smith, Amy Sverdloff and Issy Wright.
Also to the Paddlers: Sophie Ferris, Rufus Goodenough, Ellie-Mae
Greatorex, Molly Hawker, Kieran Haynes, Finn Hestbech, Amelia Horne,
Tom MacLeod, Jacob Miles, Zander Shugar, Maddie Whitton and Isaac
Wynn.
We will be launching the DofE Bronze Award to Year 9s after half term so
do please keep an eye open for information.
Citizenship
Year 10 have almost completed their first unit of work which considers Human Rights; what they are, where
they are documented, where they are abused and how they can sometimes clash. They have also looked
at different types of organisations that aim to protect rights such as Amnesty and the CBI. We have been
lucky enough to have Mr Marcus Dufty, Senior Disputes Negotiator for Airbus UK, attend our classes
‘virtually’ for a ‘Q and A’ session to support our understanding of the role of Trade Unions.
Year 11 have begun the journey of running their ‘Citizen Action’ campaigns and are finding ingenious ways
to try and make a positive difference, despite the restrictions imposed on them by Covid-19. This is a
compulsory element of their GCSE and no adaptations or allowances have been made across the
Citizenship GCSE for the effect Covid is having on us all. Yet, they have been positive and proactive in
finding solutions to obstacles and I hope that you will be able to support a couple of the groups in their
campaigns which are detailed below.
Maths Update: ‘Timestable Rockstars’
The Maths team ran a ‘Timestable Rock-Stars’ competition during
lockdown in which there were 157 entries from KS3. It was great to
see so many students practising their times tables and having fun
whilst doing it! Lots of students improved their own personal time but
the three overall winners were




Eva Aristotelous
Robert Kilmister
Aiden Warner.

A special mention must go to Robert who answered over 4000 questions during lock down!
The next tournament is scheduled to start on 19th October and will run until December 7th. It would be great
to have even more entries and see some new winners.
To score points in the next tournament, all you need to do is log onto the TTR website at
https://play.ttrockstars.com and answer questions – every question is worth points to your total!
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Citizenship Action Project 1: Supporting Emmaus
Helping the homeless in Gloucestershire
For our Y11 Citizen Action, we have decided to work
with Emmaus, a homeless charity in Gloucestershire.

We need you help to create backpacks for the homeless. We’d be very grateful if anybody could donate
any of the items listed below.
Men’s, women’s and children’s clothing
Unwanted backpacks
Torches
Sanitary products
Dog treats, unwanted leads and collars
Warm clothing e.g. socks, gloves and hats
Thermal base layers
Winter sleeping bags
Disposable razor
Hand/body lotion and face wipes
Tissues
Plasters
Toothbrushes/toothpaste
Underwear
Sweet treat foods, e.g. sweets

If you are unsure whether something is ok to donate, everything is appreciated, so please do anyway as we
will sort through everything.
Please bring any donations to the ‘Backpack donations’ box in the Main Hall during your lunch time
in there from Monday November 9th - Friday November 27th.
Many thanks, Seren, Scarlett, Sophie and Holly: Year 11 Citizenship Group
Citizenship Action Group: Project 2: A stationery supply box for school students.
Dear Parents and Carers,
Do you have heaps of biros and old pencils about? Too many glue
sticks and rulers? Maybe even an old calculator that still works lying in
a drawer?
We will find a home for them! We welcome all donations of useable
second hand stationery please!!
Box available for pupils to put donations into in the School Hall at
lunchtime from 9th November to 27th November.
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For our Yr11 Citizen Action project this year at Thomas Keble, we are trying to make a difference and gain
equality for all the students by providing them with the correct stationery equipment to advance their
learning ability.
Our project would like to establish an available basket of stationery equipment that has a charity box with it,
so that pupils can take what they need and just donate whatever they can to charity.
We thought this would be a good idea now as pupils have to avoid using other people's resources in class
due to the circumstances, but sometimes their own equipment gets lost or broken during the school day. It
would also support those who couldn’t afford the basic equipment.
We are also emailing stationery companies like WH Smith's and asking them to make small donations of
stationery to support our students with their learning.
The result will be the correct equipment like pens, pencils, glue and rulers for students at TK and some
money raised for our school charities.
Thank you.
Year10/11 Horticulture and Employability
It has been a very busy time in Horticulture over the last 2 months. Pupils
have been mowing, hedge-cutting, weeding, digging, learning how to take
cuttings and pot on, and planting onions and garlic bulbs; it has certainly
been all go in the garden!
Mrs Chandler is leading the group who are learning a wealth of new
knowledge and skills. Both horticulture groups will be using
their entrepreneurial skills selling on plants, decorating terracotta pots and
looking for new ways to raise funds for the garden.

A small group of pupils in Employability have been working
on an eco-project improving the Garden/Animal room by
making an Eco tree out of recycled bottle tops. We are very
proud of the tree and it has massively improved the
environment. Thanks must go to Lisa Pedoe, one of our
teaching assistants who has led this project, and now it is
finally finished. Massive thanks must also go to Chalford
Building Supplies for donating the hardboard for the wall,
Baileys Paint for donating an assortment of paint and
staff/pupils for collecting a variety of bottle tops!
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Design Technology
Despite the restrictions, we are still managing to maintain our practical
DT lessons. We are keenly aware that for some students, the
creative, practical offer is what really motivates them in school and we
are determined this will not be affected.
"Still managing to complete practical work in a Covid-secure manner
with the Art and Design (Textiles) GCSE group."
Beautiful printing and free machine embroidery based on the artists
Angie Lewin and Cas Holmes as part of the introductory unit.
And meanwhile, in the Food and Resistant Materials rooms…

Fitness Testing
We have already been busy working with our pupils testing their fitness levels and encouraging them to
exercise at home as much as possible. The pandemic has regrettably led to lots of inactivity and it’s more
important now than ever to ensure our students realise the value of good physical health and the benefit
this can have on their studies and mental wellbeing.
The fitness tests we run at school are: the multi-stage fitness test, the one-minute press-up test and the oneminute sit-up test. Well done to all those pupils who took part. The main focus now will be for pupils to try
and beat their Personal Best at the end of the year when they will be tested again.

Netball Success
Congratulations to Emily Astle, Ella Whitaker in Year 11 and Imogen
Latham in Year 10 who have all been selected to attend Franchise
Netball trials. This is for Team Bath (Emily / Imogen) and Severn Stars
(Emily / Imogen / Ella). Both clubs are Superleague clubs with Severn
Stars being local in Gloucester based at Oxstalls Sports Park Campus.
This is exciting news and huge credit goes to the girls for demonstrating
the required level of ability to be considered for
these trials. Good luck to all of them. They are
all currently in the County Academy England
Pathway.
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Football Success
Congratulations to Fred Halls in Year 11 who has been selected to attend
County Schools U16 Football trials taking place this November. Fred is a
talented player who has great balance, agility and excellent ball control. He has
been an integral part of last year’s Year 10 Team and also the Year 11 Team
who did so well in the National Cup. We wish him the best of luck.

New Sports Clubs @ TK after Half-Term
We are excited to announce the launch of our new Sports Clubs
Programme starting officially after half-term. Due to the pandemic
we have been severely restricted by what we have been able to offer
for extra-curricular sport. We have now been given the green light
to start our sports clubs for the whole school in a Covid-safe way
and we look forward to getting as many pupils involved as possible.
Please see our lunchtime and after-school programme posters that
will be in school from the end of this week.

House Netball and Football Leagues
We are also very happy to announce the commencement of
our new House Sports Leagues. First up will be Netball and
Football. We will also be adding Basketball and X-Country
leading up to Xmas with Rugby and Hockey in the New Year.
This promises to be a fantastic addition to our extracurricular schedule. House matches are normally run during
the school day and involve the whole year group being
removed from their timetable. As this is no longer possible
we have put together a new programme for pupils after
school adapting the rules and organisation slightly. The
main aim is to create a competitive environment for pupils so
that they can be engaged and challenged with fixtures on a
regular basis.
House Football will be 6-a-side and House Netball will be High 5. Squads can be any size and fixtures will
typically be on the same night that the respective Year group would normally have club training.
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Sports Captains
As we are now able to run internal fixtures and clubs we are extremely happy
that we will be able to announce the new Junior and Senior Sports Captains for
this academic year. Pupils had applied for these positions prior to lockdown
and we will be notifying the successful students in the first week back after halfterm.
Pupils who are appointed as a Sports Captain will be tasked with helping to
support their own age group bubble in running the House Leagues and Clubs
after school and at lunch.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Important Information
Term Dates 2020/2021
TERM 1

October Break
TERM 2
Christmas Break
TERM 3
February Break
TERM 4
Easter Break
TERM 5
May Break
TERM 6

Tuesday 1 September – Wednesday 21 October
Tuesday 1 September – INSET Day (staff training - school closed to pupils)
Wednesday 2 September – Year 7 & 11 only in school
Friday 4 September – Year 7, 10 & 11 only in school
Monday 7 September – all pupils in school
Friday 2 October – INSET Day (school closed to pupils)
Thursday 22 October & Friday 23 October - INSET Days (school closed to
pupils)
Thursday 22 October – Friday 30 October inclusive
Monday 2 November – Friday 18 December
Monday 21 December – Friday 1 January inclusive
Monday 4 January – Friday 12 February
Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February inclusive
Monday 22 February – Thursday 1 April
Friday 2 April – Friday 16 April inclusive
Monday 19 April – Friday 28 May inclusive
Monday 3 May – Bank Holiday – School closed
Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June inclusive
Monday 7 June – Friday 16 July inclusive
Monday 19-21 July – INSET Day and Holidays (school closed to staff and
pupils)

Thomas Keble PTA News
Our PTA group has raised over £30,000 over the last three years to
support the students of Thomas Keble. In such tight financial times,
such support is crucial to the continued success and provision for
our children. Normally we have a range of fun and exciting events
planned for the year, including the immensely popular fireworks
event, “pub” quizzes, Bingo nights and bouncy castle at Chalfest, in
order to continue to be able to provide the kit that augments our
facilities and which is not always affordable. Given the restrictions
due to Covid, none of this is able to happen this year. However, in
addition to making a donation to the JustGiving page (details on
page 3 of this Newsletter) there are ways you can continue to help
fundraise for the school:
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Make an online donation to the PTA fund: please contact finance@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk for
further information.
Shop online at www.easyfundraising.org.uk. It’s a straightforward way to raise money for the
PTA just by shopping online. You don’t pay anything extra. All you need to do is register at
the link on this page and then:
o Start at easyfundraising: let’s say you want to buy a pair of shoes from John Lewis.
Instead of going to johnlewis.com directly, you first go to easyfundraising.org.uk.
o Make a purchase: from the easyfundraising website, click through to John Lewis to make
your purchase. This tells John Lewis you came from easyfundraising. The price of the shoes
is exactly the same.
o Get a donation: After you buy your shoes, John Lewis will give you a cash reward that you
can turn into a donation for your good cause. easyfundraising collect this and sends it on at
no extra cost.
The PTA runs the 100 Club to help raise funds and give members the opportunity to win cash
prizes. If you would like to join please email for a form: tkpta@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk.
The PTA sells second-hand uniform for a minimum donation of £2 per item. If you require any
second-hand uniform please contact Leibe Woolls on 07845 916926 or Jo at
paulandjoe1@hotmail.co.uk . Equally, if you have any items of uniform you wish to donate, please
do send them into school.
If you would like to get involved with the PTA either as a member of the committee or as a
volunteer helper for our fundraising events (when things return to normal), please email us
at the address: tkpta@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk or admin@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk.

Many thanks for all your support!

Examinations 2021
So what do we know about Examinations for 2021? In truth, we
don’t have a complete picture yet. OFQUAL are the organisation
who oversee examinations and they are still considering what
additional work is required to try and deliver the government
ambition of a full exams season in 2021. What we have
confirmed so far includes:






The GCSEs exam season for 2021 will take place later in the year, beginning June 7th.
One exam paper for English and one for Maths, will take place before May half term.
Subjects have been advised of some optionality for GCSEs. For some, this means a reduction
in the number of topics or texts that will be examined; for others, there has been an adjustment in
how assessments are carried out. Your son / daughter will have been advised of what these
changes look like in their specific suite of subjects.
Results Day will be one day later next year: Friday August 27th.

What are we doing to support students?
First, we need to recognise the massive effort of students during lockdown, which has minimised the gaps.
Staff have been busy assessing needs and gaps over the last term and, where necessary, we will be
putting in place some after-school support sessions. However, on the whole, the adjustments to the
examinations themselves, the optionality of study and the work undertaken during lockdown has placed our
students in a strong position.




Our mock examinations have been moved back to after Christmas. This is to maximise the
uninterrupted learning time available to prepare for these mocks.
Our mocks will be delivered in a robust way to ensure that, if for any reason, a full set of
examinations cannot be taken, we have a robust set of data to support.
Support is being offered in areas where we have identified specific gaps in knowledge.
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Additional online resources are being purchased to provide students with plenty of interactive,
online revision tools, to support their own study at home and to enable them to recap on areas of
knowledge they feel they’d like to refresh.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FAQs – Some of your COVID Questions answered
Q1: Why do we still need transition time? Isn’t this reducing learning time?
At TK, we have decided that students must be able to access specialist rooms for
specialist subjects. You cannot study GCSE Art effectively in a Science
laboratory, or Music in an English room. To that end, our students need to move
around the school to follow a normal timetable, with staff able to draw on their
specialist resources and display to support effective learning. In a small school,
any movement brings year groups into close proximity. To ensure year groups are able to maintain their
distance in school, as per the guidance, we have put in place 15 minute transitions with students led to an
assembly point for their bubble, before being collected by their next teacher.
The feedback from staff is that despite a reduction in lesson time, the content is still being covered as both
staff and students recognise the need to increase the pace of each lesson. This, combined with the
adjustments being put in place for Year 11, means we are confident we will be able to deliver our complete
curriculum for our students.
Q2: Why are students getting so little time in the hall to eat?
In order to keep year groups separate, we have had to introduce a split lunch, over two hours rather than
one block of 50 minutes. This means a rotational access to the hall to buy hot food, with time built in to
clean down tables and benches in between.
We have purchased two stormproof marquees to provide some sheltered space for students to be able to
eat on the school field and I am deeply grateful to our Parent Teacher Association who have agreed to
provide funds for matting and benching to make the marquees more comfortable. This will provide
essential shelter for our students as winter approaches.
Q3. How can using mixed year toilets be Covid-safe?
At Thomas Keble, we have 3 separate sets of toilets in the main
block with additional bathrooms that are part of the PE changing
rooms, so we do not have enough bathrooms to allocate year
based toilet facilities.
The guidance indicates that as long as students do not linger in the bathroom, they are extremely unlikely
to come within one metre of each other over a long enough period of time and mixed use is then fine. There
is minimal risk of skin to skin contact or face to face contact for longer than one minute. However, in order
to further support safe use, we have the following in place:





Students are permitted to sign out to use the nearest bathroom when in lessons. This means that
most bathrooms tend to be used by one or two year groups at any one time due to the timetable
blocking in place (e.g. Y11 are all in English at the same time).
No more than 4 students are permitted in the bathrooms at any one time – this is reinforced by clear
signage.
Students are instructed not to enter the bathroom if there is anyone already at the sinks (visible
through the door). This is monitored by duty staff during the lunch period to avoid congestion.

Q4. Why can’t morning break be reinstated?
To introduce a morning break of 20 minutes would reduce lesson time even further and to introduce one
safely, we would need to take an entire lesson out of the timetable in order to stagger a break safely. We
felt that by extending the lunch period (necessary to stagger and split lunch access) everyone would have
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access to a decent break in the school day and students could still have the opportunity to eat a snack
either in lesson 3 or during the transition period between lessons 2 and 3.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Parent Trustee Vacancies
As a result of some recent changes in our trust board, we are
looking to recruit up to four parent trustees (governors) for
vacancies that have arisen. The trust board is responsible for
providing confident and strategic leadership, and creating robust
accountability, oversight and assurance for the school’s educational
and financial performance. The board is passionate about education
and committed to continuous school improvement to ensure the
best possible outcomes for our pupils. As a parent trustee, you’ll
work with the board to ensure it effectively carries out the duties
referred to above. You’ll also play a vital role in ensuring that the
board is connected with, and is aware of, the views of parents
Mr Alex Norman, Chair of Trustees,
and the local community.

whose three daughters attended TK.
Two are now at university and the
youngest is currently in Year 9.

We are looking for people who will have a strong commitment to
the role and to improving outcomes for children; good interpersonal skills, and a willingness to learn and develop new skills;
and the specific skills required to ensure the Trust Board delivers effective governance. We are aware that
we have many highly qualified parents in our school community with the appropriate organizational and
leadership skills and experience to bring to the board and we look forward to hearing from you.
A letter and nomination form will be issued shortly, but if you’re interested in having an informal chat or
further information about becoming a parent trustee, please contact Mrs Alison Clarke, Company
Secretary, either at the school by phone (01452 770301) or via email at clerk@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk.
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