Parents’ Newsletter: Issue 1 2017-2018
September 2017
Welcome to the first of our termly newsletters. For those of you who are new members of the Thomas
Keble Community, I hope you find the contents interesting. There are already many things to report in
terms of what staff and students have been up to over the summer and in the first 3 weeks of term and this
year is certainly no exception.
I would ask that parents read this first newsletter with care as it does often contain important reminders and
dates.
Summer Results: 2017
Despite significant changes both in the ways GCSEs were graded this year and in
the way they were examined, our class of 2017 rose to the challenge and
produced a set of results that in many ways were our best ever. It is difficult to
compare this year’s results directly with previous years due to the new grading for
English and Maths but we were truly delighted that all the hard work and
preparation paid off.
Over 20% of all exam grades were at A* / A level (grades 7 – 9 in the new Maths
and English grading) and 13 students achieved an impressive average of a grade
A / A* across all of their exam results. That’s 10% of our total year group!
At Thomas Keble, our expectation is that the vast majority of our students take 9
or 10 full GCSEs. We believe in a broad and balanced curriculum that opens as
many doors as possible whilst challenging all students, regardless of ability. The headline indicators were
as follows:
5 or more 9 – 4 grades (A*-C) including English and Maths
Percentage achieving 9-7 in English (A*/A grades)
Percentage achieving 9 – 7 in Maths (A*/A grades)
Percentage achieving EBacc Measure: (English, Maths, 2 Science,
MFL, History or Geography)
We are very proud of all students who achieved so highly in 2017. I would
like to congratulate all of our young people on these impressive results
which will enhance their future life chances. I would also like to
acknowledge the hard work and dedication of our staff team and the
support of parents in helping individuals to do so well. For full details
about our Year 11 success in 2017, please log on to our website. Here,
you will find a detailed summary: www.thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk
Alumni Success: Many congratulations to Tom Schaffner, who left
Thomas Keble in 2015. Tom has accepted a place at Oxford to study
Politics, Philosophy and Economics. Tom went on from Thomas Keble to
chair the Stroud Youth Council and we understand he will be studying
alongside Malala Yousafzai who has also been accepted to study on the
same course as Tom. We wish him all the very best in his studies.
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Sophia Heath
Congratulations to Sophia Heath and her GB Under 23
teammates for their recent medal success at the inaugural
European Under 23 Championships.
Sophia left Thomas Keble in 2013 but has continued her
rowing commitment beyond her TK years. It is always
fantastic to see our former students excel in their chosen
fields. Sophia is a great example to our younger athletes and
we wish her well.

Current Students’ Achievements
Alexandra Waller
Congratulations to Alexandra for her recent success in achieving a Grade 8
for the violin. Alexandra is a regular performer in our concerts both with her
violin and her singing. A fantastic achievement.

Izzy Cook
We were delighted to hear that Izzy Cook, one of our rising sports stars,
has been selected to train with the England Under 16 Football training
camp. Izzy is a phenomenal player and is a real team player. She
was unable to train with the August camp but is very much looking
forward to the next camp which takes place in October.

Jigsaw Success!
I could not let this newsletter pass by without recognising
the sheer effort, determination and resilience of a group
of Year 7 students who, over the last 6 months, have
entertained me during break duty with their sheer
determination to complete one of the most difficult jigsaw
puzzles I have ever seen. The jigsaw, of the Grand
Canyon, contained over 1000 pieces and I promised the
boys I would publish a picture of it in the newsletter when
they finally managed to complete it. The sharp-eyed
amongst our readers will notice there is one piece
missing. However, the boys have dismissed this
annoying fact by pledging to complete another, even
more difficult jigsaw during their break times! Thank you
to Mrs Hunt for supporting them in their quest. Well done
(L-R) Rufus Goodenough, Toby Henderson, Sam
Henderson, Jack Dryer and Jack Bailey.
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Staffing Updates: We welcome a number of new colleagues to the ‘TK’ team this term:

Mr Burgess: Head of Music

Mr Coombes: Data Office

Mr Richter: Learning Support

Mrs Thevenin: Learning Support
Technician

Miss Cannam: English

Mrs Fearnley: Pastoral Team

Mr O’Dwyer: Maths

Mrs Tomlinson: Maths/IT

Miss Cole: Science

Mrs O’Brien: Languages

Mrs Stannard: DT

Miss Hawker:

On behalf of all the
students at Thomas
Keble, I’d like to
welcome our new
colleagues to the team.
We very much look
forward to working with
you all!

Mrs Wallace: Learning Support

Mrs Wilkins: Head of Biology
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Key Information for Parents
Contacting SchoolAs a school, we take the relationship between home and school very seriously. Good
communication is vital to ensure we work together to support your
child. However, in order to avoid frustration and disappointment,
we would ask all parents to observe the following guidelines when
wishing to speak with a member of staff or see them:






 If you wish to speak with a member of staff, please telephone
the school office on 01452 770301. Reception is staffed between
8:00am and 4:30pm. A voicemail service is available outside these hours. There are 3 options
available when you contact the school by telephone. This will help to ensure your call is dealt with
as quickly as possible. The options are:
1. Option 1: To report a student absence
2. Option 2: To speak to our student services and pastoral team (including Head of Year)
3. Option 3: To speak with a member of our main reception staff.
Messages will always be passed on and a member of staff will return your call.
If you wish to meet with a member of staff, then please contact the office to make an appointment.
Alternatively, email admin@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk – we would ask that parents also use the
main office email address if they wish to contact a member of staff. This helps to ensure your
messages are picked up. A number of staff work part time and therefore, emailing directly does not
always mean your messages are dealt with in the quickest way possible.
Please note, if you arrive at reception without making an appointment, you will not be able to see a
member of staff. Head of Year and members of the Senior Management Team are often tied up
with teaching or are in other meetings. Arriving without an appointment can lead to frustration and
disappointment.

Medical Care Plans
Can all parents whose child requires medication or medical treatment in school time, please make sure
they update us on any changes of adjustments via a medical care plan form. These can be obtained from
school reception.
Lateness to School and Punctuality
We cannot overestimate how important it is that students arrive to school on
time and ready to learn. As a result of late arrival, a minority of students
disrupt the start of lessons and the learning of others. I am sure all parents
would agree that this is not acceptable.
At Thomas Keble, we take punctuality very seriously. If a student is late
and there is no valid reason provided by parents via a note or telephone
call, students who accrue late time will receive a detention as a sanction. The sanctions will be given as
follows:



Up to 20 minutes later in a week – a lunchtime detention will be issued
Over 20 minutes late in a week – an after school detention will be issued

We do understand that sometime arriving late is unavoidable. For example, a late bus would not result in
any further action being taken. However, we are proud of our high attendance levels at Thomas Keble
School and we are keen to ensure all students are supported to make progress by being on time for
lessons. Thank you in advance for your support in this matter.
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Parking Dangers: Drop off & Pick Up
Can I please remind parents of the dangers involved when dropping
off students, particularly first thing in the morning and after school.
Cars should use the bus parking zones next to the pavement to drop
children off. Please do not pull in next to the grass or allow children
to exit into traffic lanes.
School is particularly busy between 8:30am and 8:45pm and then
again between 3:00pm and 3:20pm. I would ask that anyone
dropping off their child or picking them up in a car, avoids these
times. Alternatively, it is usually straightforward to park alongside the
Eastcombe playing fields on Middle Hill. This greatly eases traffic
congestion.

Mental Health Advice Website for Young People
The Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group’s
children and young people’s website can be found at:
www.onyourmindglos.nhs.uk
The website provides information and signposting across a
range of topics to help young people who might be
struggling with their emotions and difficult situations in their life.
The Gloucestershire Self Harm Helpline provides a safe, supportive, non-judgemental and informative
space for people who self-harm, their friends, families and carers. We also speak to professionals who may
want to know more about self-harm.
The service is able to support anyone living within Gloucestershire, and you can contact the service
by telephone, text or webchat during opening hours, every day 5pm to 10pm. The helpline provides:
confidential emotional support and information; support and understanding during a crisis; promotes
coping strategies and self-management to help you work towards your recovery. We can also help
put callers in touch with other organisations http://www.gloucestershireselfharm.org

Helping Children and Young People Stay Safe Online
Thinkuknow provides informative, age-appropriate advice and guidance about
relationships, sex and internet safety to help prevent children and young people
from becoming victims of abuse or exploitation. Resources for parents and carers
can be downloaded at www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents.

Programme for Parents
Parent Info provides expert
information for parents on a range
of concerns they may have about
children and young people.
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Attendance and Requests for Absence in Term Time

It is important that all parents are aware of the government guidance
regarding requests for absence.

The World Is Run By Those Who Turn Up




Attending school every day results in 100% attendance.
Attending for 4 ½ days per week leads to 90% attendance or 4 missed weeks per year.
Attending school for 4 days per week leads to 80% attendance or more than half a term
missed per year.

An average attendance of 80% or less across a child’s school career adds up to missing a whole
two years from school!
Headteachers are not permitted to agree to holiday leave during term time unless there are very
exceptional circumstances. For example, a military family may not be able to secure leave during school
holiday time to spend family time together. If you do submit a holiday request form, it is unlikely that the
absence will be authorised. If, as a family you choose to continue with holiday plans, we have no choice
but to record the absence as unauthorised. This means that parents face the risk of being issued with a
penalty notice under current DfE guidance.
The last page of this newsletter contains useful information on contacting the pastoral support team with
any queries over attendance, absence or pastoral matters.
Adopted From Care: Information on Funding
We are required as a school to return information to the Department of Education about any children we
have on roll who have ever been adopted from care. This is a change from previous years where only
those adopted since December 2005 could receive additional funding. If your family feels you are affected
by this statement, then please get in touch with Mrs Hawker who oversees this matter. She can be
contacted via: dataoffice@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk
2017 / 2018 Academic Year Dates
TERM 1

October Break
TERM 2
Christmas Break
TERM 3
February Break
TERM 4
Easter Break
TERM 5
May Break
TERM 6

Tuesday 5 September – Friday 20 October
Monday 4 September – INSET Day (Staff training - school closed to pupils)
Tuesday 5 September – Year 7 & 11 only in school
Wednesday 6 September – all pupils in school
Friday 6 October – INSET Day (school closed to pupils)
Monday 23 October – Friday 27 October inclusive
Monday 30 October – Friday 15 December
Monday 27 November – INSET Day (school closed to staff and pupils)
Monday 18 December – Monday 1 January inclusive
Tuesday 2 January – Friday 9 February
Monday 12 February – Friday 16 February inclusive
Monday 19 February – Thursday 29 March
Friday 30 March (Good Friday) – Friday 13 April inclusive
Monday 16 April – Friday 25 May inclusive
Monday 7 May – Bank Holiday – School closed
Monday 28 May – Friday 1 June inclusive
Monday 4 June – Wednesday 25 July inclusive
Thursday 28 & Friday 29 June – INSET Days (school closed to pupils)
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We’re making communication easier, faster and more
effective
‘School Gateway’ means that we can share information
with parents more quickly via email, text, online and
smartphone app. It also saves parents - and the school time and money.
You are able to view the following for your child(ren):
•

Attendance

•

Your contact details

You can also make payments via debit and credit card, for trips, clubs and music tuition and give
online consent for activities such as school trips.
What you need to do
Activate your School Gateway account. It’s quick and easy to do. All you need are your email address and
mobile number that school holds on record for you.
 Download the app: If you have a smartphone, please download School Gateway from your app store
(Android and iPhone). The app shows the same information as the website PLUS you can message
the school for FREE – this will also save the school money when we send you a text message.
OR
 Visit the website: www.schoolgateway.com and click on ‘New User’. You’ll receive a text message
with a PIN number. Use this PIN to log into School Gateway.
If you’re having trouble logging in, it may be we do not hold your current email and mobile number on our
records. Please contact the school and we’ll update the details on our system. Please email our Data Office
– dataoffice@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk.

Thomas Keble PTA News: Student Social Space Campaign!
Our PTA group has raised nearly £10,000 over the last year to support the students of Thomas Keble. In
such tight financial times, such support is crucial to the continued success and provision for our children.
This year we are going to be working hard to raise funds for a new sheltered social space for students to
enjoy during break and lunchtimes. As a highly popular school, we are always looking for extra space,
particularly when the weather at the ‘top of the hill’ is wet and windy. The PTA will be organising a range of
events to raise much needed funds for this vital development which will give students a warm, dry space to
eat, chat with friends and recharge their batteries for their lessons.
You can help us!





Sponsor our staff and students for this year’s sponsored walk. It could be our biggest fundraiser to
date and we need your help to make it happen.
Attend one of the events: every ticket sold raises much needed money!
Make an online donation to the PTA fund via the School Gateway (please see above for details on
how to do this).
Shop online at: Easyfundraising.org.uk. It is a straightforward way to raise money for the PTA just by
shopping online. You don’t pay anything extra. All you need to do is register at the link on this page and then:
1. Start at the Easyfundraising website: Let’s say you want to buy a pair of shoes from John Lewis. Instead
of going to johnlewis.com directly, you first go to easyfundraising.org.uk.
2. Make a purchase: From the easyfundraising website, click through to John Lewis to make your purchase.
This tells John Lewis you came from easyfundraising. The price of the shoes is exactly the same.

7

3. Get a donation: After you buy your shoes, John Lewis will give you a cash reward that you can turn into a
donation for your good cause. easyfundraising collect this and send it on at no extra cost.







The PTA has also signed up to fundraise for the school via Recycle 4
Charity which recycles Injket cartridges. Parents will shortly receive a
freepost recycling bag which they can fill with any unwanted, used ink
cartridges to send off and the school receives £1 for every cartridge recycled!
Donate a raffle prize. Donations can be brought to school for the attention of the TK PTA.
Sign up as a member of the 100 Club (further details can be obtained from the School Office).
Get involved! Volunteer to help out at one of our events: tkpta@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk.

The school is facing its hardest year yet financially with education budget cuts. The PTA do outstanding
work in helping to fund the ‘luxuries’ that the school budget just can’t stretch to. This year we are aiming
big. Our children tell us that the biggest difference we could make at school would be to create more
indoor social space. We’ve listened. But we really need your help to

‘Make It Happen’.
Annual Firework Display
Our PTA group is busy planning the first big event of 2017
– our annual firework display. The display will take place
on Thursday November 2nd 2017. Doors open at 6:00pm
with the display starting at 6:30 pm. Tickets are £4-00 for
adults and £2-00 for children. Family tickets are also
available for £10-00 admitting two adults and two
children.
Come along and join in the fun. There will be Jesse Smith
hot dogs and burgers on sale, as well as snacks and hot
drinks.
If you would like to get involved with the PTA either as a member of the committee or as a volunteer
helper for our fundraising events, please email the committee: tkpta@thomaskeble.gloucssch.uk.
Local Volunteers to Support Children’s Reading
Do you live locally and have some time to spare during the school day? We are looking to recruit a body of
volunteers who might be prepared to give a couple of hours a week to support a student who needs help
with their reading. Training will be offered in order to allow local helpers to work with individual children,
helping them to develop their reading confidence. If you are interested, please register this interest by
emailing us at feedback@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk
Sponsored Walk
Thomas Keble students have a long tradition of raising money for charity.
Last year alone, over £15,000 was raised. This year, whilst we will
continue to raise money for charity from our year group-led non-uniform
days and activity, we are devoting our main fundraiser, our sponsored
walk, to raising money for the TK students themselves. We are
desperately short of social space for our students and we want to build an
extension to our school hall and canteen area. But we need your help!
Donations and Sponsorship Appeal: TK Student Dining Hall
Extension
We have a little over £10,000 raised so far but we have a long way to go.
Please do consider sponsoring your son / daughter to take part in our walk
this year. By doing so, you will be helping our children to help themselves.
We would also ask that if you work for a company or organisation who
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may be able to support us by donating, then do please let us know. We are seeking corporate sponsors
who may be able to make a financial donation to the project in return for recognition in the local and wider
community via press releases and ‘pledge plaques’ that will form part of the fabric of the new building. The
design is yet to be finalised but we need to raise at least £50,000 in total to make the project happen.
Performing Arts News
At the start of what promises to be another busy year for the Performing Arts Faculty, we would like to draw
your attention to two items in this first newsletter:
Welcome, Mr Burgess
Welcome to our new Head of Music, Mr Burgess, who has already circulated details of
the new and existing music clubs to be run this year. As he also has experience of
teaching drama, Mr Burgess is taking on a number of drama classes in Years 7 and 8,
as well as becoming Musical Director for this year’s show, Armistice, for which auditions
will be held in October. The show itself will be in the Spring Term.

Year 7 House Drama competition
This annual competition will be held on Wednesday 18th
October from 5.00 to 6.30pm in the school hall, and as usual,
parents are invited to watch what will be the students’ first
opportunity to show their skills to a wider audience at TK.
We hope that many of our students will want not only to
participate in the competition, but also to audition for the
school production and perform at the Christmas concert.
Letters will be coming home soon via the participating
students, inviting parents to join us for the competition, and
all family and friends are welcome.
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